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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Whoever teaches otherwise and does not agree with the sound 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that is in accord-
ance with godliness, is conceited, understanding nothing, and has 
a morbid craving for controversy and for disputes about 
words. From these come envy, dissension, slander, base suspi-
cions, and wrangling among those who are depraved in mind and 
bereft of the truth – First Letter of St. Paul to Timothy 6:3-5. 
 
 I offer this quote from Sacred Scripture as a departure 
point and as a follow up on my homily last weekend.  As you 
may recall I addressed the issue of certain attitudes towards 
Pope Francis and other prelates in the Church, most notably 
Bishop Robert Barron. It is not necessarily my intention to de-
fend those who really do not need my defense, because who am 
I, but rather to set the record straight and offer some consola-
tion to those who are continually troubled by what they read 
and hear so that their faith may be supported and that they may 
enjoy the confidence that the Body of Christ, which is the 
Church, still has a Head, Jesus Christ. 
 As I mentioned in my homily there is an awful lot of 
click-bait in Catholic media and social media that can drag faith-
ful souls down into countless rabbit holes, seeding doubt and 
anxiety, not to mention division and discord. How do we handle 
these things?  Well, for starters, as I mentioned, we begin by 
reading the texts of the Holy Father’s homilies, speeches, and 
catechesis, and then place all of these things into their proper 
context. 
 When I speak to folks personally about the remarks 
made by Pope Francis, I always explain one important thing, 
that the Holy Father is the Supreme Pontiff, the head of the Vati-
can City State, and a baptized member of the Christian faithful.  
An important element in understanding the Holy Father is to 
understand the context in which he is speaking.  Is he speaking 
as our Pastor, as a diplomat to another Head of State, or answer-
ing questions in an interview?  Context is important, and while 
some may argue that no matter what he is always the pope 
(which is true), at the same time charity requires that we re-
ceive his words as spoken by a man of faith and in continuity 
with the Magisterium of the Church.  Do we think that in 2000 
years of Christian history popes have only spoken from the 
Chair of St. Peter and never have had anything to say to other 
Heads of State or have been asked their personal opinion on 
certain matters?  In 2000 years of Christian history is Pope 

(Continued on page 2) 

Lazarus and the Rich Man 
Edward von Gebhardt (1838-1925) 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  
St. Joseph Mission at 4:00 pm (September 24th) 

Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 
 

Sunday  
Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 

Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 
Immaculate Conception at 12:10 pm 

Confessions are heard each of these days at 11:30 am and again on 
Wednesday after Mass during a period of Eucharistic Adoration. 

Mass will be offered in at St. Joseph Mission in Charlo on 
Saturday, September 24th, at 4:00 pm. 

Please note there will be no 5 pm Confession at Immaculate 
Conception on this date. 

Parish potluck at Sacred Heart 
October 2nd at 5:00 pm (note time change) 
Main course is pulled pork sandwiches!  
Families A through M, please bring a salad, 
Families N through Z, please bring a dessert. 

Saturday (First Saturday), October 1st 

Confessions at 9:30 am 
Mass at 10:00 am—Memorial of St. The rѐ se of the Child Jesus 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (after Mass) 
 

During a period of Eucharistic Adoration after the First Saturday Mass 
the 5 Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary will be prayed, followed by a further 
15 minutes of silent meditation on the Mysteries of the Rosary as Our 
Lady had requested at Fatima. 



                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, September 24th 
Vigil of the Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Repose of the Soul of Elsie Rehbein, rb Rita Rehbein / 
Repose of the Soul of Louis Rehbein, rb Rita Rehbein 
Sunday, September 25th 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Tuesday, September 27th 
St. Vincent de Paul. Priest 
Repose of the Soul of Wealthia Grieman, rb Rita Rehbein 
Wednesday, September 28th 
Repose of the Soul of John Grieman, rb Rita Rehbein 
Thursday, September 29th 
Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael. Archangels 
Repose of the Soul of Don Rehbein, rb Rita Rehbein 
Friday, September 30th 
St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Intentions of Bishop Vetter 
Saturday, October 1st 
First Saturday 
St. Thérѐse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

Francis the first human being to ever misspeak or make a mis-
take? 
 So now, having said all of that, go back and re-read 
what St. Paul said to Timothy and then prayerfully re-evaluate 
the kind of content that is presented in the Catholic media and 
who is doing the presenting. On a personal note, I have found 
Michael Lofton of “Reason and Theology” (YouTube) to be one of 
the most consistently faithful and authentically Catholic teachers 
and apologists of all things Catholic. Getting back to our 2000 
years of history I have one further question to ask; given the 
way in which the media and social media operate, do we honest-
ly think that there is any one of our 265 previous popes that 
could withstand the scrutiny to which Pope Francis is held? 
 By way of  conclusion, and not to make this too 
lengthy, I offer to you an excerpt from a letter Pope Francis 
wrote to Cardinal Brandmuller on the occasion of the 450th an-
niversary of the closing of the Council of Trent.  He wrote: 
 
As the 450th anniversary of the day on which the fortunate Coun-
cil of Trent was closed approaches, it behooves the Church to re-
call with more prompt and attentive eagerness the most fruitful 
doctrine which came out of that Council convened in the Tyrolese 
region. Certainly not without cause, the Church has for a long time 
already accorded so much care to the Decrees and Canons of that 
Council that are to be recalled and observed, since, indeed the 
most grave affairs and questions having appeared at that time, 
the Council Fathers summoned all diligence that the Catholic 
Faith appear more clearly and be better understood. No doubt, 
with the Holy Ghost inspiring and suggesting, it especially con-
cerned the Fathers not only to guard the sacred deposit of Chris-
tian doctrine, but also to more clearly enlighten mankind, so that 
the saving work of the Lord may be poured out onto the whole 
world and the Gospel be spread through the entire world. 
 
Graciously hearing the very same Holy Ghost, the Holy Church of 
our age, even now, continues to restore and meditate upon the 
most abundant doctrine of Trent. As a matter of fact, the 
“hermeneutic of renewal” (interpretatio renovationis) which Our 
Predecessor Benedict XVI explained in 2005 before the Roman 
Curia, refers not only to the Tridentine Council but also to the 
Vatican Council. The mode of interpretation, certainly, places one 
honourable characteristic of the Church in a brighter light that is 
given by the Same Lord (Benedict XVI): “She is a subject which 
increases in time and develops, yet always remaining the same, 
the one subject of the journeying People of God” (Christmas Ad-
dress to the Roman Curia). 
 

Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 
Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Traven & Marisa Hoyt, 

Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, Bill Posivio, Mauri Morin, Zane & Carol Kelly, Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison.  
 

Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 
individuals wish to be publicly identified.   

 
Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-

ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for September 
 

Abolition of the Death Penalty: We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, may be 

legally abolished in every country. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as 
well as oats, flour and rice.  Fresh produce, 
including garden produce, are accepted. Pet 
foods are frequently in demand, and clients 
tend to prefer healthy options for food that are 
not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will 
also accept money donations as well. Charitable 
donations may be left in the basket at the en-
trance of the church.  

 In due time we will come back to the “hermeneutic of 
renewal” and what exactly that means, as well as the funda-
mental principles regarding the development of doctrine in the 
Church.  Justice requires that we seek to understand, and chari-
ty requires that we rid ourselves of all evil suspicions.  The Ark 
of the Church is on stormy seas, and not for the first time nor 
for the last, but the point would be to make sure that you stay 
on the boat. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson  



Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
All that you have done to us, O Lord, 
you have done with true judgment, 
for we have sinned against you 
and not obeyed your commandments. 
But give glory to your name 
and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 
 
Collect: 
 
O God, who manifest your almighty power 
above all by pardoning and showing mercy, 
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us 
and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
Responsorial: Ps. 146:7,8-9,9-10 
   R. Praise the Lord, my soul.  
Second Reading: 1 Tim 6:11-16 
Alleluia: Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, he became poor, 
so that by his poverty you might become rich. - 2 Cor 8:9 
Gospel: Lk 16:19-31 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
The principle of solidarity, also articulated in terms of 
"friendship" or "social charity," is a direct demand of human and 
Christian brotherhood.  

An error, "today abundantly widespread, is disregard for the law of 
human solidarity and charity, dictated and imposed both by our 
common origin and by the equality in rational nature of all men, 
whatever nation they belong to. This law is sealed by the sacrifice 
of redemption offered by Jesus Christ on the altar of the Cross to his 

heavenly Father, on behalf of sinful humanity." (CCC 1939) 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$39,340 of $175,000 (22%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$9,141 of $44,500 (21%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

Registration forms for R.E. are available at 
the entrances of the churches. 

The ladies' group meets on Thursday mornings at 10:30 
am, beginning October 6th.  This fall we will be studying 
Salvifici Doloris, an apostolic letter from Pope St. John Paul 
II. Questions? Call Sheila LeBrun at 406-208-5788. 

Family Night has begun! 
 

Religious education classes will begin September 28th at 
5:50 pm, pre-K through high school, and lessons for the  

grown-ups, too! 
A home cooked meal is served after class at 7:00 pm. 

Homestead Skills 
Meets twice a month on Saturday 

mornings at Immaculate Conception to 
learn and share in practical skills and 
lost arts, and to build a community in 

the process! 
Second session meets September 24th  

from 9  to 10:30 am. 

Topic #1: Stocking the Pantry 
We hope you will join in on this new 

(but very old) adventure! 

Questions? Contact Barb Marshall at (406)361-0849  

or Marilyn Marnin at (406)696-9293. 

Are you dividing, discarding, or moving perennials in your 

garden?  The landscape crew is looking to add plants to our 

beds, especially shade loving plants/bushes for the Mary Garden 

in back of the church.  Please call Marilyn Marnin if you have 

anything to share.  406-696-9293 

Please continue to pray for 
Dorothy Jenson, and visit her if 
you go to Kalispell. Her 
address is: 
 
Dorothy Jenson 
Prestige Assisted Living 
125 Glenwood Dr. Rm E107 
Kalispell, MT 59901 

Watch for the Catechism in a Year podcast, coming 
in January 2023, with Father Mike Schmitz, the 
popular host of the Bible in a Year podcast! 



ENDOW Women’s Study Group 
This year we will be studying the Apostolic Letter of St. Pope John 
Paul II Salvifici Doloris on the meaning of human suffering. Meet-
ings are on Thursdays at 10:30 am and will begin on October 6th.  
Please contact Sheila LeBrun  at 208-5788 for more information 
and cost of materials.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The dates and times for monthly meetings 
and breakfasts will be announced in the 
bulletin.  If you are interested in becom-
ing a Knight or an Associate, please call 
Bruce Simpson (Ronan) at 406-493-9951 
or Luke Venters (Polson) at 406-871-
6112 

That Man Is You! 
A study and fellowship group for men (and their sons).  Meetings 
are on Thursday morning from 7:00 am to 8:00 am and begin with 
a hot protein breakfast and premium roast coffee.  Meetings begin 
on September 22nd. 

Wednesday night is Family Night and there is 
a little of something for everyone of all ages, 
from pre-school to adult and seniors.  Faith 
formation opportunities include: pre-school, 
Religious Education, Sacramental Prepara-
tion (First Confession, First Communion and 
Confirmation). Family Night begins on 
Wednesday, September 21st at 6:00 pm 
with registration for Religious Education. Dinner will be provided 
each Family Night at 7:00 pm. 

FIRST WEEKEND DEVOTIONS 
 

Devotional materials and catechesis are available at the 
entrance of the church in advance of each first weekend. 

 
First Wednesdays 

Votive Mass in honor of St. Joseph at 12:10 pm 
as well as all Wednesdays when permitted. 

 
First Thursdays 

Votive Mass in honor of the priesthood 
of  Jesus Christ at 12:10 pm when per-

mitted. 
Holy Hour of Reparation to the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus at 7:00 pm. 
 

First Fridays 
Votive Mass in honor of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus when permitted for 9 consecutive First 
Fridays from September through May at 12:10 pm 

 
First Saturdays 

Confessions are heard at 9:30 am and Mass in honor of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary is offered at 10:00 am.  
After Mass the Rosary is prayed followed by a 15 mi-
nute period of private meditation on one or any of the 
mysteries of the Rosary as Our Lady had requested.  

COME AND SEE 
Come and See is a presentation of the Catholic 
Faith using Credo, a program  developed by 
the Thomistic Institute of the Dominican Fri-
ars. The program makes use of brief video 
presentations that follow a participants book 
with explanations and study questions.  The 
program is for non-Catholic spouses, Catho-
lics who would like a comprehensive refresh-

er, and for all who simply have questions and are searching.  
The program is offered on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am 
before Mass beginning on September 18th. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
2022-2023 

KNITTING GROUP 
Knitters and Crocheters meet in the parish hall of Immacu-
late Conception on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month 
from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. Please contact Julie Hille at 715-
882-2716 for more information. All are welcome!  

KOLBE ACADEMY 
A course on apologetics and church history from the Kolbe Acade-
my with a foundation in Scripture and the Catechism will be facil-
itated by Jason Edwards as part of the Family Night activities on 
Wednesday nights.  The course is intended for those who have 
been Confirmed (high school) and adults. 

HOMESTEAD SKILLS 
This activity is one that it aimed at creating a greater sense of 
community within the parish.  This community building  project 
will be held on 2 Saturdays each month at Immaculate Concep-
tion and will include practical lessons and sharing.  Some topics 
will include canning and preserving, how to stock a pantry, home 
safety and creating a first aid kit, gardening tips and home health 
remedies, communications and emergency preparedness, and on 
and on.  Part of the purpose of this project 
is to recover the “lost” skills and arts of 
our parents and grandparents while build-
ing a local community network of neigh-
bors.  For more information you may call 
Barb Marshall at 406-361-0849 or Marilyn 
Marnin at 406-696-9293. 


